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NCA held its first international conference 
in Istanbul, Turkey. The 2009 Summer 
Conference on Intercultural Dialogue was 
co-sponsored with Maltepe University with 
the assistance of Nazan Haydari and her 
team of nearly 40 local faculty and graduate 
students.

Wendy Leeds-Hurwitz chaired the 
organizing committee, which included 
Donal Carbaugh, Kristine Fitch, Nazan 
Haydari, Tamar Katriel, Yves Winkin, and 
Saskia Witteborn. 

The design of this conference did not follow 
the typical conference template focusing on 
individual research presentations. Instead, 
the conference organizers took advantage 
of the small size of the group and made 
this a working conference with a focus on 
opportunities for intercultural dialogues. 

The heart of the conference was a sequence 
of seven small group discussions on 
topics that cut across topics of interest 
to participants. Rather than present a 
research report once, participants were 
asked to use their papers as a resource for 
multiple conversations. Most of the group 
discussions were preceded by a plenary 
presentation related to the topic, and 
followed by a discussion of the whole for 
some synthesis of ideas. 

The first evening, Donal Carbaugh started 
off the conference with a plenary address 
on the key concepts of communication, 
culture, and context. That evening also 
included the showing of a documentary 
film, The Colors of Anatolia, by two of 
the directors, Peyami Çelikcan and Sahin 
Karasar. 

The second day began with the question 
of what vocabulary group members 
considered necessary for discussion of 
intercultural dialogue, and whether they 
shared definitions of those terms. Katérina 

Stenou, Director of the Division of Cultural 
Policies and Intercultural Dialogue at the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, provided the plenary 
that morning, with a focus on the meanings 
of the term “dialogue.” The afternoon saw 
discussion of what tools (methods, theories, 
approaches) participants find most useful in 
studying intercultural dialogue. 

The third day looked at identity 
construction and popular culture or media 
analysis, two common topics across many 
of the papers submitted. These discussions 
were grounded by presentations from 
documentary filmmakers Dan Banda and 
Hakan Aytekin, who both examine identity 
construction in their films. 

The fourth day moved to discussions of 
how to teach the concepts necessary to 
analyze intercultural dialogue, in response 
to a plenary by Christine Develotte of the 
French National Institute for Pedagogical 
Research. That afternoon the group was 
presented with a challenge from Lisa 
Rudnick of the Security Needs Assessment 
Protocol at the United Nations Institute 
for Disarmament Research in Geneva. 
Her organization needs certain types of 
cultural data, but finds these lacking, and 
she challenged the group to ask why this 
is so, and consider the case for doing more 
applied research. 

The last day was devoted to discussion of 
what next steps are necessary and how to 
get there, in a working session with Betsy 
Bach, Dawn Braithwaite, and Lynn Turner 
representing NCA, and Patrice Buzzanell 
representing ICA, as well as directors of two 
research centers in Istanbul, Bahattin Aksit 
and Matthew Gumpert. 

In addition to the formal and informal 
discussions during the conference, there 
were a number of special events and field 
trips intended as supplement and to take 

advantage of the location in Istanbul. 
Among these were: “The Bridge,” a visual 
exhibition displaying local designers’ 
impressions of the 39 departments of 
Istanbul created just for the conference; 
a field trip to Polonezköy, a Polish village 
dating to the 1800s, organized by the 
research team conducting an oral history 
project in the area; a visit to Kuzguncuk, 
a diverse community including a Greek 
Orthodox church, an Armenian church, and 
a synagogue; and a dinner cruise down the 
Bosporus on the last night. 

The conference had a rigorous selection 
process: 77 papers were put through a 
process of blind peer review; 42 were 
chosen, for an acceptance rate of 55%. 
Additional participants included organizing 
committee members, guests, and Turkish 
graduate students and faculty, for a total of 
66 participants.

Overall, this was a successful first 
international conference for NCA that met 
all of the goals organizers had established. 
There are plans for follow up activities 
including a possible book, articles, future 
convention sessions and conferences, 
collaborative research and grants, and the 
establishment of several groups to carry 
on the work begun at the conference. All 
participants hope that there will be more 
NCA international conferences in the future.

NCA’s First International Conference a Great Success!
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